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PRIVATE RESIDENTIAL BUILDING IN 140 METROPOLITAN AREAS 


RIVATE residential building in all metropolitan areas of the United States 

as defined by the 1940 Census is charted on the following pages. The 140 

areas include all areas in which the central city has a population of more 
than 50,000. 


Every effort has been made to make this report compléte. In each city all 
suburbs, incorporated and unincorporated, have been contacted, and in all except 
fourteen it has been possible to include practically all of the suburbs within the 
metropolitan area. For example, the New York City figure includes the building 
in 305 suburban communities; Philadelphia, 154; Pittsburgh, 157; Chicago, 99; and 
Detroit, 65. In all, more than 2200 communities are represented on these charts, 


* The Bureau of Labor Statistics in Washington has collaborated to the fullest 
extent in furnishing figures it has accumulated on various communities. These 


have been brought up to date by direct correspondence with the individual cities 
and towns. 


On the charts the figures are expressed as the number of new family units 
provided per month per 10,000 families in each metropolitan area, In this com- 
putation, a single-family dwelling counts one, a two-family dwelling counts two, 
and a twenty-four-family apartment counts twenty-four. All Federally subsidized 
slum clearance and war housing projects have been excluded; however, buildings 
privately built and financed with government loans are included on the charts, 


The blue italicized numerals on each chart give the number of private new 
family accommodations built in the last three months for which figures are avail- 
able; these are actual figures and are not adjusted for the number of families, 
The red italicized numerals give the corresponding figures for the corresponding 
period of a year ago. 


It should be noticed that separate averages (medians) have been used for four 
groupings of metropolitan areas. The average number of new family accommoda- 
tions built per month per 10,000 families is shown from 1920 to the present for 
metropolitan areas having from 50,000 to 200,000 people (the dashed red line); for 
areas having from 200,000 to 500,000 people (the beaded red line); for areas hav- 
& ing from 500,000 to 1,000,000 people (the solid red line); and for those areas hav- 
ing a population of over 1,000,000 (the dotted red line), Eighty areas fall into the 
first category; thirty-eight into the second; and eleven each into the third and 
fourth. 
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On each area chart is shown in red the national average for areas in its 
grouping in contrast to the blue line, which shows the figures for the specific 
area, The averages used on the area charts are medians. A median average is 
found by arranging the data in order of size and selecting the amount at the mid- 
point. Because a median average thus eliminates the influence of the two ex- 
tremes, it gives a very good picture of the typical area in each group. : 


On the chart below we have also shown national averages for each of the 
groupings of metropolitan areas - (1) 50,000 to 200,000 population; (2) 200,000 to 
500,000 population; (3) 500,000 to 1,000,000 population; and (4) 1,000,000 popula- 
tion and over. These averages should more properly be called arithmetic means, 
An arithmetic mean is obtained by adding the amounts of all the items and then 
dividing by the number of items. It will be noticed that the arithmetic mean, be- 
ing influenced by areas with a greatly accelerated rate of new building, is above 
the median average of each of the groupings, The arithmetic means are given for 
each grouping in order that a comparison of new building on a volume basis may 
be made, 


Approximately seventy-five per cent of the areas covered by the charts on 
pages 67 through 79 declined during the last quarter of 1946. Some of this falling 
off in building activity is undoubtedly seasonal. An undetermined amount of it, 
however, is caused by the fact that the home-buying public is being priced out of 
the market, Construction costs have gone so high that only a relatively few people 
can buy or build new homes. Construction of rental units continues to be smoth- 
ered by rent control. 


The great bulk of rental housing demand is for housing at controlled rents, 
and while decontrol of rents would allow builders to construct rental units ata 
profit, any substantial rise in rents would certainly cause a corresponding shrink- 
age in the demand for rental units. 





While the housing shortage is still acute, several areas appear to have passed 
the peak of their construction activity and are on their way down. 
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AKRON 

THIS QUARTER- 295 

SAME QTR./945- 204 
Metro. Area 349,705 


ALBANY 


THIS QUARTER- 129 
SAME QTR./945- 22 
Metro.Area 431,575 


NAT'L 200M-500M 


ALLENTOWN, BETHLEHEM, 


THIS QUARTER- 151 EASTON 


SAME QTR./945- 63 
Metro. Area 325,142 


ALTOONA 


THIS QUARTER- /7 
SAME Q7R.1945- 8 
Metro Area 114,094 


50M -200M 


AMARILLO 


THIS QUARTER- 2/6 
SAME QTR.1945- 203 
Metro. Area 53,463 
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ASHEVILLE 


THIS QUARTER- &8/ 
SAME Q7TR./945- 29 
Metro.Area 76,324 
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ATLANTA 


THIS QUARTER- 402 
SAME QTR./945- 229 
Metro.Area 442,294 


ATLANTIC CITY 


THIS QUARTER- 59 
SAME QTR./945- 30 


Metro.Area 100,096 


AUGUSTA 


THIS QUARTER- 32 
SAME Q7R./945- 25 
Metro.Area 87,809 


AUSTIN 


THIS QUARTER - 42/ 
SAME QTR./945- 372 


Metro. Area 106,193 


BALTIMORE 


THIS QUARTER- /499 
SAME QTR./945- 701 


Metro. Area |,046.692 
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NAT'L 1,000 OVER 


BEAUMONT, PORT ARTHUR 


THIS QUARTER- /95 
SAME QTR./945- //4 


Metro.Area |38,608 
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BINGHAMTON | 
THIS QUARTER- 43 | 
| 


SAME QTR./945- /9 
Metro. Area 145,156 
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BIRMINGHAM 
THIS QUARTER- 58/ 
SAME QTR./1945- 19/ f as 
.Metro.Area 407,851 
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BOSTON SOMmervicce 
THIS QUARTER- {7/9 
SAME QT7R./945- 560 
Metro. Area 2,350,514 
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NAT'L 1,000M & OVER 
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BRIDGEPORT 

THIS QUARTER- 194 
SAME QTR.1945- 76 ! — 
Metro. Area 216,621 










BUFFALO 
THIS QUARTER- 580 

SAME QTR./945- 240 } ————— 
Metro. Area 857,719 
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CANTON 


THIS QUARTER- /35 
SAME QTR./945- 68 ha cnuacaanisel 
.Metro. Area 200,352 


NAT'L 200M - 500M 
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CEDAR RAPIDS 
THIS QUARTER- 77 
SAME QTR.1945- 65 
Pop. Metro.Area 73,219 













CHARLESTON, S.C. 
THIS QUARTER- 23 
SAME QTR.1945- 30 
.Metro.Area 98,711 
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CHARLESTON,W. VA. 
THIS QUARTER- 134 
SAME QTR.1945- 72 
Metro. Area 136,332 


CHARLOTTE 

THIS QUARTER- 24/ 

SAME QTR.1945- 50 
Metro. Area 112,986 


CHAT TANOOGA 

THIS QUARTER- 78 

SAME QTR.1945- 41 
Metro. Area 193,215 


NAT'L 50M -200M 


CHICAGO 

THIS QUARTER- 20/9 

SAME QT7R.1946- 2629 
Metro.Area 4,499,126 
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COLUMBIA,S.C. 
THIS QUARTER- 35 
| SAME Q7TR.1945- 45 
Metro Area 89,555 


DAVENPORT ,ROCK | 
THIS QUARTER- /30 MOLINE 


SAME QT7R./945- 84 
Metro. Area 174,995 
NAT'L 50M-200 
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DES MOINES 
THIS QUARTER- 22/ 
SAME QTR./945- 7/ 
Metro. Area 183,973 
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DETROIT 
THIS QUARTER- 251/ 
SAME QTR.1945- 2083 
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DULUTH 
THIS QUARTER- 65 
SAME QTR.1945- 37 
Metro.Area 157,098 
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DURHAM _ 
THIS QUARTER- &8/ 
50 SAME QTR./945- 32 — 


Metro. Area 69,683 
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THIS QUARTER- /86 THIS QUARTER- 60/ 
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—4 60 
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EVANSVILLE 
THIS QUARTER- 86 


SAME QTR.1945- 24 
Metro.Area 141,614 


FALL RIVER, NEW BEDF 
THIS QUARTER- 59 

SAME Q7TR./945- 4/ 
.Metro.Area 272,648 
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FLINT 
THIS QUARTER- /3/ 
SAME QTR.1945-/2/ 
Metro.Area 188,554 
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FORT WAYNE 


THIS QUARTER- 1/84 
SAME QTR.1945- 79 


Metro. Area 134,385 
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GALVESTON 

THIS QUAR - $0 

SAME QTR. s- 27 
Metro 71,677 


! 5 

GRAND RAPID 
THIS QUARTER- /31/ 
SAME QTR.1945- 119 
.Metro.Area 209,873 


NAT'L 200M - 500M 


GREENSBORO 

THIS QUARTER- 99 

SAME QTR.1945- 67 
Metro Area 73,055 


HAMILTON , MIDDLETOWN 
THIS QUARTER- 98 
SAME QTR./945- 35 

Metro Area 112,686 


HARRISBURG 


THIS QUARTER- 8&9 
SAME QTR./945- 1/7 


Metro. Area 173,367 


HARTFORD 


THIS QUARTER- 435 
| SAME QTR.194$- 2/2 


_Metro.Area 502,193 
po 


NAT'L 500M -1,000M 


| 
| 
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HOUSTON 


THIS QUARTER- /398 


SAME Q7TR./945-7// 
Metro.Area 510,397 


HUNTINGTON, ASHLAND 
THIS QUARTER- /23 
SAME Q7R./945- 73 

Metro.Area 170,979 


NAT'L 50M-200M 


' 
INDIANAPOLIS 
THIS QUARTER- 378 
SAME QTR.1945- /5/ 

Metro. Area 455,357 


JACKSON, 5,5 MISS. 
THIS QUARTER- 1/40 
SAME QTR./945- 1/79 

.Metro.Area 88,003 


JACKSONVILLE 
THIS QUARTER- 325 
SAME QTR./945- 2/6 


Metro. Area 195,619 


JOHNSTOWN 


THIS QUARTER- 42 
SAME QTR./945 - 2 
Metro.Area |51,78! 
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LANCASTER inet ~ 


60 
THIS QUARTER- 44 | 
SAME QTR./945- /7 50 


Metro.Area 132,027 


LOUISVILLE 


THIS QUARTER - 4/3 
SAME QTR.1945- 1/05 


Metro. Area 434,408 





LANSING 


THIS QUARTER- 53 
SAME QTR./945- 33 


Metro. Area 110,356 






LOWELL 


THIS QUARTER- 68 
SAME QTR./945 - 


Metro. Area 334,969 
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LINCOLN 


THIS QUARTER- 58 
SAME QT7R./945 - 45 
-Metro.Area 88,191 








MACON 
THIS QUARTER- 32 
SAME QTR./945 - 
Metro.Area 74,830 
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10.000 FAMILIES 


NUMBER OF NEW FAMILY ACCOMMODATIONS BUILT PER MONTH PER 


NEW FAMILY ACCOMMODATIONS PER 10,000 FAMILIES 


COPYRIGHT 


OMAHA 


THIS QUARTER- 1/86 
SAME QTR./945- 87 


Metro. Area 287,698 


NAT'L 200M - 500 


PEORIA 

THIS QUARTER- /29 

SAME QTR./945- 23 
.Metro.Area 162,566 


PHILADELPHIA 


THIS QUARTER- 942 
SAME QTR./945- 920 
Metro.Area 2,898,644 


NAT'L /,000M & OVER 


PHOENIX 


THIS QUARTER- 1/52 
SAME QTR./945 - 347 


Metro Area {21,828 


PITTSBURGH 


THIS QUARTER- 7/8 
SAME QTR./945- 382 


Metro. Area 1,994,060 


PORTLAND, ME. 


THIS QUARTER- 43 
SAME QTR./945- 9 


_Metro. Area 106,566 


22.9 


} 


54.0 


1947 BY ROY WENZLICK & CO. 


PORTLAND, OREG. 
THIS QUARTER- 359 
SAME QTR. 1945-309 


Metro.Area 406,406 


PROVIDENCE 


THIS QUARTER- 454 
SAME QTR./945- 1/78 


Metro.Area 711,500 


NAT'L 500M -/,000\M 


PUEBLO 


THIS QUARTER- 42 
SAME QTR./945- 2/ 


Metro.Area 62,039 


RACINE, KENOSHA 


THIS QUARTER- 52 
SAME QTR./945- 90 


Area 135,075 


READING 


THIS QUARTER- 23 
SAME QTR./945 - 17 


Metro. Area 175,355 


NAT'L 50M-200M 


RICHMOND,VA. 


THIS QUARTER- 539 
SAME QTR./945- 272 


Metro.Area 245,674 
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10.000 FAMILIES 


NUMBER OF NEW FAMILY ACCOMMODATIONS BUILT PER MONTH PER 


NEW FAMILY ACCOMMODATIONS PER 10,000 FAMILIES 
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SAN FRANCISCO 

THIS QUARTER- 2750 

SAME QTR.1945- 2348 
Metro.Area 1,428,525 


SAN JOSE 

THIS QUARTER- 398 

SAME QTR./945- 116 
Metro.Area 129,367 


SAVANNAH 

THIS QUARTER- 1/0 

SAME QTR.1945- 87 
Metro. Area 117,970 


SCRANTON 

THIS QUARTER- 36 

SAME QTR./945- 30 
_Metro.Area 629,581 


NAT'L 500M -1/,000M 


SEATTLE 

THIS QUARTER- 4/6 

SAME QTR./945- 335 
Metro. Area 452,639 


SHREVEPORT 

THIS QUARTER- 203 

SAME QTR./945- 1/5 
Metro.Area 112,225 


COPYRIGHT 1947 BY ROY WENZLICK & CO. 


SIOUX CITY 

THIS QUARTER- 20 

SAME QTR./945 - 7 
Metro.Area 87,791 


SOUTH BEND 

THIS QUARTER- /22 

SAME QTR./945- 125 
Metro.Area 147,022 


SPOKANEss.e 


THIS QUARTER- 32/ 
SAME QTR./945- 102 
Metro.Area 141,370 


NAT'L 50M-2 


SPRINGFIELD, ILL. 
THIS QUARTER- 75 
SAME Q7TR.1945- 18 

Area 89,484 


SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 
THIS QUARTER- 261! 
SAME QTR.1945- 100 

Metro. Area 394,623 


NAT'L 200M - 500 


SPRINGFIELD, MO. 

THIS QUARTER- 93 

SAME Q7TR./945- 97 
Metro.Area 70,514 


25.9 


0.1 


17.7 
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130 


NUMBER OF NEW FAMILY ACCOMMODATIONS BUILT PER MONTH PER 





























NEW FAMILY ACCOMMODATIONS PER 10,000 FAMILIES 


COPYRIGHT 1947 BY ROY WENZLICK & CO. 
——— ~ ————_— 70 


SPRINGFIELD, OHIO | TERRE HAUTE 
THIS QUARTER- 62 1 


THIS QUARTER- q 
SAME QTR./945§- 9g faeeceeninne SAME QTR./1946- 1/9 
Metro. Area 77,406 — 


Pop. Metro.Area 83,370 
| TT] 7 
4 


NAT‘L 50M-200M 










~ + — -- -—440 









47 









TOLEDO 
THIS QUARTER- /39 
SAME QTR.1946- /86 
-Metro.Area 341663 


‘4 
STOCKTON 
THIS QUARTER- /32 
SAME QTR.1945- 35 a 
Metro.Area 79,337 


Ti Sinica 












‘44 


SYRACUSE 
THIS QUARTER- 65 
SAME Q7R./945- 6/ ee 
Metro. Area 258,352 


45 1946 






TOPEKA 
THIS QUARTER- $7 
| SAME QTR.1946 - 49 
Metro.Area 77,749 


















NAT'L 200M - 500M 












TACOMA 


THIS QUARTER- 173 
SAME QTR./945 - 93 


Metro Area 156,018 


TRENTON 


THIS QUARTER- 28 
SAME QTR./945- 3 


Metro. Area 200,128 












TULSA 
THIS QUARTER- 2/6 

SAME QTR.1945- 237 
Metro. Area 188,562 


TAMPA 
THIS QUARTER- 66/ L il 
SAME QTR.1945 - 502 50 
Pop. Metro. Area 209,693 i” ve 






60 
















40 


4.0 





UTICA 


THIS QUARTER- /7 
SAME QTR./945- /7 


Metro.Area 197,128 











13 
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NEW FAMILY ACCOMMODATIONS PER 10,000 FAMILIES 


COPYRIGHT 1947 BY ROY WENZLICK _& co. 


WILMINGTON 
THIS QUARTER- 38 


QTR./945- 90 
Metro Area 188,974 — — 

















TT | 
co ttt tt 

| | 
Mitt t 







WACO 
THIS QUARTER- 164 


SAME QTR./945- 65 
Metro. Area 71,114 
















50+ 
















40 
HH 


| | 
30-+-+-- 
| 


20 





44 194 








WASHIAIGTON,D.C. 
THIS QUARTER- 1/629 
SAME QTR. / - 1340 
.Metro.Area 907,816 — 7 




















\63.9 


WINSTON-SALEM 
THIS QUARTER- 68 

SAME QTR./945- 25 
Metro.Area 109,633 


60 












50+ 






| 

| 
40+ + 

| 















194 


WORCESTER 
THIS QUARTER- /40 
SAME QTR.1945- 39 SAME QTR./946- 130 
- Metro Area !44,822 Metro Area 306,194 


as — lini 


NAT'L 200M - 500 







WATERBURY CES 


THIS QUARTER- 88 
50 








20 
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YONKERS 
THIS RTER- 22 


SAME .1946- 41 
lation 42,596 = 





























15. 


WATERLOO ~~ 
THIS QUARTER- 73 


SAME QTR./945- 54 
Metro Area 67,050 





eot +] bet 


eH 



















40 








45 ns 


20/4 44 14.5 




















































NUMBER OF NEW FAMILY ACCOMMODATIONS BUILT PER MONTH PER 
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WICHITA 

||| || THIS QUARTER- 489 
titi same o7R.1946- 88 
| | | Pop Metro Are 127,308 


YOU NGSTOWN 
THIS QUARTER- 1/19 
SAME QTR.1945 - 102 
Metro. Area 372,426 
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